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i4 npHE persons now present, fifty«ihree in number^ are, with 
the exceptions, which I shall advert to, the whole of those 
who still remain in custody, on accoiint of the illegal and dis^^ceful 
transactions which took place in Manchester on the 10th of the present 
month. Of the others who were ^prehended, some were discnArged 
in consequence of its appearing that they had only accidei^tally joined 
themselves to the concourse then assembled ; several have been libe- 
rated upon recognisance, with sureties, which according, to the qua- 
lities of their respective cases, have been taken to appear at the ses- 
sions, or only for their good behaviour. Others without sureties, upon 
satisfactory testimonials being given of their former good character; 
and a great many others yesterdg^yj upon the certificate of Mr. 
Dunstan, representing the propriety of their conduct during their 
confinement, 

" The time is now arrived, when, with the sanction of His Mat- 
jesty^s government, the magistrates feel themselves authorized to libe- 
rate the persons who now appear before them; but previous to their 
dismissal we think it not unimportant that some observations should 
be made respecting the jiature t^d character of the proceedings in 
which they have been engaged, 

" If the information which has been received from different per- 
sons, respecting the procejedings which tookplace both at and previous 
to the general meeting on the day which I haye^ alluded to, is at all 
correct, I have no hesitation or difficulty in stating it, as the result pi 
that information, that all persons who have connected themselves with 
the objects of that meeting are implicated in the highest offence known 
to the law. It is a clear and established rule, that all persons who 
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associate together, in order to obtain by terror and violence an alter* 
ation in the laws a^d government of the country, are affected witli the 
guilt of high treason. 

<* It has been represented to us, that at meetings, not held in a 
corner, but in the presence of several thousand persons, the indivi- 
duals who were invited to proceed to the metropolis were informed 
that when thcnr arrived at Birmingham they might rely upon assist- 
ance, after which they need be under no apprehensions from either 
the civU or the military power. It has been stated that at the very 
meeting itself, oae of the leading actors in these transactions, in the 
speedi which he made to his associates, adverted to a rebellion which 
took place in the reign of Richard 2d, and informed them that at that 
period '^QiCftOj'"r? tliHfiTnMfg4>'^ i^r^^^^ tod ooMnwl 4kmr rights, vnd 
}iad obtained them; but that those who had then assembled would 
rank much higher in the page of history, as the others had only ad- 
vanced from different places m the neighbourhood of London, and had 
not undertaken any thing like the journey which was now proposed 
from Manchester. Without saying any thing to prejudice the facts 
to which this information applies, there can be no difficulty iad«cl|ar- 
ing the law to be that if snch 4eb)arat^aas were actually made, itie 
whoieof the][)€ts6ns who werfe' coniiOTlied with the subsequent prx>- 
ceedings have completely and decMe^ly incurred a liability to pu- 
nishment ft)r high treason. 

*<-Biit waiving the furdier ^scitission of 'fhat question, it is ha-' 
portant tlt0,t itjAonld be known ind understood, that'all' ihe pjrisoiiers' 
now preis^t, sbid all others wbp have etiga^i^ with them in tl^e same 
proceeding^ evea upon their owli occoSmt of the transaction, have been 
guilty ©f ^ erimiiial offence of ;xx6 inconsiderable magnitudel — Igno- 
rant as most of you are, it is proWWe that at 4ome of the meetuigs 
which Jo^ been lately induced to Attend,- yoU have learnt, that ra- 
ther more than 1 50 years ago, thp sovereign of this kingdo^ was 
put to death by the rebellion of his subjects,' and that event was sui3^ 
ceeded by a period of usurpation and oiyil war. — It is a known mat- 
ter pf history, that the earliest proceedings of tliat rebellion con- 
sisted in addressing the sovereign with petitions, affecting a humility 
of language, but manifesting in th^ir substance a spirit of hostility 
and of dictation respecting the measures of govermnent, and one of . 
the earilest measures taken after the restoration ' of legitimate ai^t^ip- 
rity was to provide against persons repairing to the sovereign in ^^rr 
cessive nunibers, under the pretence of presenting petitions and re- 
monstrances, and it is expressly provided that any persons repairing 
in greater numbers than ten for that purpose should be guilty of a 
criminal ofietice; and by the law of this country, all persons eQgag- 
ing, and conspiring to engage in, any criminal offence, are by that 
very conspiracy, guilty of a violation pf the law, which is consideyr 
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ablT^^gffrarftted by^tbeir aptuaU^meetrnff fair the purpose of carxyiBg 
such QOOspirsKT^ ifito executipn^ and no doubt whatever can be ent^- 
tauied that aifjr mcti onetetiv^ constitutes an unlawful aiiBembl^. 

<< Of the provision of the law agdbst tumultuous petitioining, 
your le^uJers were by no meanA.unawarei for you were -exparessly in- 
formed at the public meeting on the 3d of March, th«4 oi% ten per- 
sons must appear wlfji, ^ach petition, aad t)iat If eleven attended^ it 
would be unlajwful. Qut it. Would be' perfectly ridiculous to stt^pose^ 
that |;he law would sui&ritsalf tabe so tarifled with, aa ^o permit ite . 
provisions to be evaded by such a eonlirivaiioet wher^, inr&ol^ ik large 
body qi several thousand persons intended to advisee to < the*,ppe^ 
sence of tlje exalted person now invested with the powers of gOYi^m^r 
ment, infegiiia^ array, associated by tens and hundreds, having a 
common fund £br the purposes of their journey, and acting under re- 
gular leaders. The terror which such proceedings are calculated to 
exclt^ will be very little diminished by a few formal ^diortations to 
regularity and. good order ; and it is perfectly noteorious to all of i;h9, 
that your a^s^piblage did, in point of &ct, excite no riight and io^ 
consid^raVl^ alarm, not only in the town and immediate neighbour^ 
ho(>d, but throughout . a large extent of the i^nroiandii^ country* 
The fedii^s and wishes of t£o9e who were iacUnsd to give eneou* 
ragement ^o your proceedings were by no means secret or dJsgutsed. 
One pier^on, pointing to the cottage of Mr^ Brown, in which tftie 
magistracies, were, assembled, was heard to dedare, that there the at- 
tack should begin. In various parts <^the town, gipoups of persons 
were asse;gibled,i who opaily deckred, that the gentry had enj6yed 
their property long enough, and that their tame was now arrived. 

^< In the laborious examination, which since Uiat time it has 
been my duty to make, I have taken considerable pains to ascertain 
the resoi^^ces which you had fo^ your intended expedition, which 
many.of jijMi jfoined under the idea of the benefit which you should 
receiye. from the general* funds* I am perfectly satisfied that the 
who^^ ,of yv^ur resources would not have been adequate to provide 
for your jqurney beyond the distance of 40 or ,50 miles, and that 
you would have been then unable to have either advanced or returned, 
exc^t by thosie. contributions which the terror of your numbers 
would, l^ye ^^bled you to obtain. In this state <^ things it is im- 
possible to coliceiye tthat your future proceedings would ii&ve been 
restraii^ed, ^without recourse to the .strongest measures of military . 
power ; and the consequences which must have ensued are dreadful 
to contfsmiplal^. . . 

<< la^GoHsequQuce of the .investigations which have^talien place, 
both, previous and»siibseqi}ent to this illegal meetifig, some persons, 
to whom, as leader^^ in tb^^scenc of illegaUtyi ibe greatest degree df 
^ilt is to be.imi^^tedi have been reitioved to the medropoUs; whmre 



Digitized by 



Google 



6. ' 

' theif cases are at present undergoing the consideration of the prin- 
cipal officers of His Majesty's government. And, without taking 
upon myself to form a judgment as to what the result of those in- 
quiries may be, I think it ri^t to advert to the possibility, that the 
persons in question may be calted upon to answer an accusation of 
the highest nature. 

" In the course of our own inquiries, four persons of the names 
pf Standring, Grimshaw, Lever, and Lee, have persisted in asserting 
the legality of their conduct, and have teftised to avail themselves of 
the opportunity of obtaining their liberation upon finding sureties ; 
it has thereftM-e been thought expedient that these persons should be 
committed to Lancaster, to await such prosecution as it may be there 
thought proper to institute against them. Another person, of the 
name of Lythgoe, has been also committeil, on account erf his having 
provided himself with a knite, not calculated for ordinary purposes, 
and which there was reason to think he might have intenaefd to apply 
}n an improper manner.-^ohn Williams, who officiated as secretary 
at these meetings, and Samuel Blackshaw, who is charged with having 
been very active in the riotous transactions of 1812, have also been 
subjected to a similar commitment. George Murray, upon the re- 
presentation of his character, was pn ^onSsj last liberate^, without 
being required to find sureties. Chi the day following he was de- 
tects in the act of throwing a seditious paper over the wall of the 
prison,' stating that informiition had been received from a person 
whose name is mentioned, that a great body of persons could be still 
assembled, and th^t they hoped to pull through ! This man, was of 
course also detained, and has been likewise committed to Lancaster^ 
to answer for his conduct. 

" It remains only to dispose of the cases of the persons who are 
now present ; who, as I am informed, concur in expressing contri- 
tion tor their conduct, and an assurance that they have been misled 
bjr the improper proceedings of others. Previous, however, to 
giving directions for your discharge, I think it proper to advert to 
the very improper rdHections which have been pade in one of t^e 
papers published in this town, upon the conduet of those who have 
been conscientiously engaged in the exeivise of a most arduous and 
impoitant duty : in respect to which it is asked, by * what authority, 

* or under what law, old or hew, the peaceable, patient, and distressed 

* individuaIs,who composed the meeting at large, were dragooned into 

* dispersion,' &c. &c. 

" I also think it necessary to allude to two anonymous Icftters, 
of a veiy improper and threatening character; the one addressed to 
the commanding officer at the Barracks, the other to the public 
officers of the town. --Upon inquiry, it appears that threatening 
letters, of the same hand-writing, have been addressed to different 
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persons for a long series of years. They seem to indicate some slight 
smattering of legal knowledge, but it will be well for the author of 
them to consider how &r it is expedient for him to amuse himself 
with a repetition of libels which are subject to capital punishment ; 
as, although he has hitherto escaped detection, that perhaps may 
not always continue to be the case. 

" llie magistrates have been sorry that, in consequence 
of the crowded state of the prison, your confinement has been 
attended with greater hardship than it was their disposition to inflict. 
During the period of upwards of twenty years that I have been in 
the habit of attending the sessions of this place, I have uniformly 
heard a report from the grand jury of the good order of the prison, 
and the satisfaction of the persons confined, with the treatment which 
they have experienced. We have lately lost the valuable officer, 
who, during the whole of that time has had the auperintendance of 
the prison, and has been equally distinguished for his abilities and 
humanity ; and we have for a space of near two years had an oppor- 
tunity of observing the same qualities in his son, who has recently 
been appointed to succeed him. By this officer, as well as by the 
medical gentleman attending the prison, the most anxious attention 
has been paid to your situation ; and although your confinement has 
been un&vourablv attended widi considerable severity, there has 
been the utmost desire to afford to you every alleviation which the 
rircumstances and situation of the prison would admit. But any 
hardships which you may have endured in this place are slight and 
inconsiderable, in comparison with those which you must by this 
time have experienced, in case you had proceeded on your lawless 
e!qpedition. 

** In dismissing you to your own homes, I hope you will re- 
member the situation in which you have been placed, and endeavour 
to apply, by honest industry, to the support of yourselves and fa- 
milies. I am perfectly aware, that the period which has just elapsed 
has been one attended with very considerable distress : but the pri- 
vations arising from the pressure of that period have been by no 
ineans confinea to one class and situation of society ; and a general 
disposition has been shewn by all classes of the community to con- 
tribute, according to their opportunities and ability, to the mitigation 
of the sufleringB rf those around them. But whatever distress you 
may hereafter experience^ be assured, that you will never be able 
to procure the alleviation of it from the violation of the law, and 
that your own tx>mfort will, under all circumstances be most essen- 
tially consulted, by endeavouring to do your duty in that situation 
of hfe into whidhi it hath pleased God to call you." 
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